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we  baptized  into  the  baptism  of   Christ.    Our
obligation here may be stated in two ways.

1. There is, first, our debt to the untaught. I
wonder if we realize how strangely deep and wide
is the gulf which knowledge puts between man
and man. We make a great deal, as well we may,
of the gulf between rich and poor ; but that is a
gulf in men's circumstances, this is in themselves.
A minister may cross and recross the gulf two or
three times in the course of a single afternoon's
visitation. On the one hand, there are those
" to whom," as Dean Church says, " without any
extraordinary gifts the general order of things is
familiar, a society where what has happened in the
world and what is known of it lies open, and
where the inherited thoughts and experience of
former times are a common possession, where
books and conversation and long use have more or
less widened men's ways of thinking, and perhaps
made them exact, inquiring, and impartial." And,
on the other hand, there are those " to whom the
heavens mean nothing at all, and the earth only
the field where day after day, from sunrise to night,
they toil in the frost and in the heat for their
coarse meals ; who know their work and measure
all other knowledge by it; to whom everything
outside them is bounded and hidden by an im-
penetrable clouds broken only by the most fantastic